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The Religious Life of Chinese Muslims 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 


In the mid-7th century, more than 1,300 years ago, Islam reached 
China. The Islamic population in China is now about 13 million and 
embraces the Hui, Uygur, Kazak, Kirgiz, Tajik, Tartar, Uzbek, Dongxiang, 
Sala and Baoan nationalities, who live mainly in Qinghai and Gansu prov¬ 
inces and the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and the Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region. In addition, quite a number of Hui Muslims live 
in other parts of the country. 

Since the founding of the new China in 1949, the People’s Government 
has implemented a policy of equality among all nationalities and freedom 
of religious belief. The religion of the Islamic people of various nationali¬ 
ties is respected and protected. The Islamic people have made great 
political, economic and cultural achievements. But during the ten years 
of chaos inspired by the Gang of Four, the Islamic population together 
with the rest of the people were made to suffer incredible hardships. After 
the Gang of Four was ousted in October, 1976, the policy of equality 
among all nationalities and freedom of religious belief was restored and 
implemented by the Government. Chinese Muslims once again are guar¬ 
anteed their right to religious belief and to observe their rites and fulfil 
religious duties. 

In April, 1980, the Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims held in 
Beijing summed up the work of the China Islamic Association, set future 
tasks, amended the Charter of the China Islamic Association and elected 
the Standing Committee of the Fourth Conference of the China Islamic 
Association. This pictorial “The Religious Life of Chinese Muslims” is 
born of a resolution passed at the conference. More than a hundred 
pictures show the life of Chinese Muslims, the Fourth Conference of Chi¬ 
nese Muslims, their religious life, famous mosques with their distinct 
architecture and visits between Chinese and other Muslims of the world. 
It is our wish that this pictorial will contribute to strengthening the unity 
among the Muslim community of China and encouraging leading Islamic 
personages and the rest of the Muslim community to do their bit in the 
socialist modernization of their motherland. At the same time, we hope 
this pictorial will help promote understanding and friendship between 
Chinese Muslims and their friends elsewhere in the world. 
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Allah is with us! 


China Islamic Association 
1981 
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The Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims 


t®t?#rii&&Mfi ; £&i£ : fl980#-4^6B £15 0 * 

6 & OH-+*,*** ff> % t»K+^K«t|rS56MjK*ft4tliij*T^«. & 
&&till I*# i # i it##?! £ 


_/-**■ -*»J . !U* Jiyjl ^ ^ "V 4>rf *r*^ <j £f!^ ypr^' ^*'2*-^' ,/*iM j -*«' 

^ie Jl jj4ijj |*^>- oli <2laL> j «J.ll)j ^^ j* 1 j 1 « L -,JI ^ bjX- T fl "\ 

t*lLf 4j-U*j J iiiL_. j « J ^ ., < 11 i~»V—V^ JL*1 ( _ > ^ ; »oi ~ ^ <~—JjJI CJlS"j . 

, > + ' i^l oJI! j JjJjJ j ioUJI 


The Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims convened in Beijing from 
April 6-15 in 1980 had 256 representatives of ten nationalities from 29 
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. The conference summed 
up the work of the China Islamic Association, discussed and decided on 
future tasks, revised the Charter of the China Islamic Association and 
elected the Standing Committee of the China Islamic Association. 
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The Fourth Conference of 
nesc Muslims. 
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Sheikh Abdul Rahim Ma Songting reading the first chapter of the Koran at the opening cere¬ 
mony. 
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Ulanhu. Peng Chong and other 
state leaders meeting delegates 
to the Fourth Conference of 
Chinese Muslims in the Great 
Hall of the People. 
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Drlpjj.te* of the Kawik and Klrgii nationalities at the *«•!**»*<«%#]?. 

conference. 
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Burhan Shahidi, Pres¬ 
ident of the China 
Islamic Association 
(first from right) chat¬ 
ting with delegates 
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Mohammed Ali Zhang Jie- Vice President of 
the China Islamic Association, with delegate. 
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Sheikh Abdul Rahim Ma Sorting {first from right). 
Sheikh Yahya Liu Pinyi (second from left) watching 
a delegate writing verses from the Koran. 
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Delegates at a lecture 
by an Imam at the 
Djuma prayer in the 
hall of the China Islamic 
Association. 
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Hadji Gasim Garieh, Imam from the Eidkah Mosque 
in Kashgar of Xinjiang, praying after reading from the 
Koran at the dosing ceremony oi the Fourth Con¬ 
ference of Chinese Muslims on April 15, 1980. 
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Delegates to the Fourth Conference of Chinese 
Muslims approving a resolution. 
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The Religious Life of Chinese Muslims 
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frinese and Foreign Muslims at the reception during the 
rcater Bairam held by the China Islamic Association. 
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Beijing 
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Ilyas Shen Xiaxi, Vice President of the China Islamic 
Association greeting Chinese and foreign Muslims at the 
reception party held in the Cultural Palace of Minority 
Nationalities by the China Islamic Association in Bei¬ 
jing on November 1, 1979. 
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Burhan Shahidi (second 
from right), President of 
the China Islamic Associa¬ 
tion chatting with foreign 
Muslims at the Greater 
Bairam reception party. 
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Sheikh Abdul Rahim 
Songting reading the 
chapter of the Koran at 
the Greater Bairam recep¬ 
tion party. 
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The Niujie Mosque in Beijing which is said to have been built at the end of 
the 10th century, is one of the most famous mosques in China. 
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The main prayer ball 
of the Niujie Mosque. 
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Niujie Mosque. 


The minaret 
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Chinese and foreign Muslims ohserving rites in the Dongsi Mosque in Beijing, 
another famous mosque in China. 
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Sheikh Salih An Shiwei, Vice President 
of the China Islamic Association and 
Imam of the Dongsi Mosque in Beijing 
gives a sermon. 
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Chinese and foreign Muslims listening to Sheikh 
Salih An Shiwei. 
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Muslims of Shanghai exchanging festival greetings after the prayer at the 


)9 '9^11^ 1 L-esser Bairam in the Xiao Tao Yuan Mosque. 
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Muslims greeted by the 
Iir am during the Greater 
gairam reception party 
held by the Shanghai Is¬ 
lamic Association on No¬ 
vember 1, 1979. 
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Sheikh Mahmud of Uygur 
nationality. Vice-Secretary 
General ol the Shanghai 
Islamic Association read¬ 
ing the Koran. 
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Sheikh Ma Guangzhen, Imam of the Great 
Mosque in Tongxin county leading Muslims at 
the Djuroa prayer. 
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Gudratullah Ma Tengai (first from left, front), Vice pres¬ 
ident of the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and the 
China Islamic Association, Sheikh Jin Fengshan (second 
from left, front), President of the Ningxia Islamic As¬ 
sociation and Muslims leaving the hall of the Yinchuan 
Mosque after a prayer. 
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Sheikh Jin Fengshan, member of the Standing Committee of the China Islamic 
Association and Imam of the Yinchuan Mosque speaking on religious laws and 
jurisprudence. 
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The Great Mosque in Tongxin county built in. the Ming dynasty (1388-1644) 
is one of the most famous mosques in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. 
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Muslim masses gather at the Eastern-Town Mosque 
in Xining of Qinghai province on Greater Bairam, 
November 1. 1979. 
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Muslims of the Hui, Sala, 
Dongxiang and Baoan nationa¬ 
lities in Xining of Qinghai 
meeting on Greater Bairam in 
the Eastern-Town Mosque. ' 
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Muslims of Xining observing rites. 
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Every village of the Sala nationality in Xunhua county, Qinghai province has 
a mosque to its own. 
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Muslims greeting each other after the prayer on Lesser Bairam. 
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Muslims offering each 
other food on Lesser 
Bairam and Greater 
Bairam. 
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The famous Eidkah Mosque in 
the Xinjiang Uygur Autono¬ 
mous Region. 
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The mosque in Kuqa In the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. 
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Tomb of Tughluq Timur Khan. In the 
mid-Mth century, after unifying the 
divided Jaghtay Khan Emirate, Tughluq 
Timur Khan (1343-1363) made every 
effort to propagate Islam and won 
160,000 Mongolian Islamic believers, 
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The minaret in Turban, Xinjiang completed in 1778 in memory 
of great Sheikh Amin. 
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Ahbah of Uygur na¬ 
tionality, a devout be¬ 
liever of Islam was 
chosen by Emperor Qian 
Long (1736-1795) of 
Qing dynasty as his 
concubine with the title 
of Xiang Fei (Fragrance 
Concubine). She kept 
her religious belief and 
habits all her life. After 
her death she was buri¬ 
ed in the Eastern Tomb 
in Zunhua county, 
Hebei province. A tomb 
was erected in her 
memory in her native 
home. 
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A Uygur Muslim family 
celebrating Greater 
Bairam. 
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The Phoenix Pavilion, a traditional-etyle structure in 
Huajue Mosque. 
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The mosque in Huajue Street in the city of Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province, was built in the Ming dynasty (1368-1644). It is the 
leading mosque in the province as well as one of the most 
famous in China. 
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Muslims In Xi’an listening to the Imam lecturing on jurispru¬ 
dence on Greater Bairam. November 1, 1979, m the Huajue 
Mosque. 
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Imam Ma Liangji of the Huajue Mosque and Muslims recite 
“Allah is great!” 
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The ancient decorated archway before the entrance to the Huajue Mosque. 
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Chinese and for¬ 
eign Muslims ce- 

I lebrating Greater 
Bairam in the 
Huaisheng (in 
I Memory of the 
Prophet) Mosque 
| in Guangzhou on 
I November 1, 1979. 



Guangdong 
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Huaisheng Mosque in Guangzhou. , (ijUJI b«!>» J*—* 
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Muslims in Guangzhou praying in the hall 
of the Huaisheng Mosque on Greater Bairam. 
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Fenghuang (Phoenix) Mosque in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, 
one of the four ancient mosques in, ooastal southeastern China 
was constructed in the Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279). 
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Muslims ol Hangzhou observing rites in the 
Fenghuang Mosque. 
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Liaoning 


Imam Zhao Mingzhou of the Southern Mosque in Shenyang 
(fourth from right) praying with Chinese and foreign Muslims 
on Greater Bairam on November 1, 1979. 
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Chinese and foreign Muslims at 
the festival wishing each other 
peace and happiness. 
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Muslims of Shenyang 
at a prayer in the 
Southern Mosque in 
Shenyang. 
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A birds-cye view ol the mosque at Hohhot in the Innei 
Mongolian Autonomous Region completed in 1693 
during the reign of Emperor Kangxi of Qing dynasty 
(1644-1911). 
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Left: Design on the sunk-panel of the 
mosque at Hohhot. 
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The Chinese Haj Mission praying inside the tent on Arafat 
Mountain in 1980 
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- Members cf the 1980 Chinese Haj Mission in 
Ml front of the Prophetic Mosque. 
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. »£* j ^JUU> -u> Jl 


The Chinese Haj Mission in Mecca, preparing 
to set out for their night’s stay on Arafat 
Mountain in 1980. 
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Friendly Visits 
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ft&ffifc#l«S:S'ieS*iis*ma;K 
•¥»8*HSff(*5EK EStf 
«JR s A * £K? 9 | 
<£0>, PiRElfcWa^ttJU^E 


*^4> OjJiJ! ijljj tjcAj tJt 

V*^’ ■**.» \HAH Ws-Tb 

i^ W- *»Uj{ * -’i 

» 1W jj-’ V ,j (jL-JI ,> jrtUI) 
OiU-^ J ,> oS j*. iUT f vul Jl 
> w juJ ,ILJ j a^U-TUI 
Hr 11 j*jj (jM J* ^r- 1 ** 1 ') oU. 

^ jr?J Wr <■ fs^'j 

(ji_ji & ff yt) S-HL1JI VcA*V 

. s4JH OjJiil Ijlj, j. JjJ-J’j 


The delegation of the China 
Islamic Association led by Ilyas 
Shen Xiaxi (sixth from left) 
being met at the airport in 
Islamabad by Mohammed Ali 
Khan (fifth from left). Minister 
of Education, Sheikh Moham¬ 
med Afzul Cheema. Chairman 
of the Council of Islamic Ideol¬ 
ogy (fourth from left) and other 
responsible personages of re¬ 
ligious affairs of Pakistan. The 
delegation visited Pakistan 
in July, 1979, at the invitation 
of the Ministry of Islamic 
Situations of Pakistan. 
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&T $&&&*&$>£ 

/HR. 

***■+ Jr 5 *- 1 * MY* j^-i* IT ,j 
«iJ.***- trt'J J«J> »4-> vrs^ 1 i»UJII 
Jjj .Lul - i-^UVI ul^TL 
. *JS/ ^ ^ L^Jf ^,*.*1 S^mnJI 

Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, Presi¬ 
dent of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan meeting the delegation 
of the China Islamic Association 
in the Presidential House on 
July 12, 1979. 
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Hadji Ilyas Shen Xiaxi addressing students of the Islamic Institute in Ra¬ 
walpindi, Pakistan. 
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Members of the delegation of the China Islamic Association 
reading the finely-printed Koran produced by Taj Company 
in Karachi. 
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The delegation of the China Islamic Association £. 

visiting the famous Badshah Mosque in Lahore. ■ ^ 
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jU, aju * ttv* 


«,i» pJki{ Jk ^ 1 : tU"^ <i 
jUJI a- #•«)* vJ 1 ^ 


aju J4J1 ajj (J^#) 

. jL* 


Mohammed All Zhang 
Jie (first from left), 
head of the delegation 
of Chinese Muslims pre¬ 
senting gifts to Hilai 
Ben Hamud AJ-samar, 
Juridical Law Minister 
on a visit to the Sulta¬ 
nate of Oman in No¬ 
vember, 1979. 
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Members of the delegation of Chinese Muslima with Mufti 
Sheikh Ahmed Mohammed Zabarah of N. Yemen on their 
visit to the Yemen Arab Republic 










S-if bjjjji J tz-:" ^ Jr : *! — ^ "' A ^ •!**•' 

. b>L* ^U-J 


The delegation of Chinese Muslims visiting 
the Law Institute of the Sultanate of Oman. 








Members of the delegation of Chinese 
Muslims at the 13th Seminar on Islamic 
Thought held in Algeria in July, 1979. 
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jJlj*JI ^ jJUJI ^Jll y-L» iJWl j&tl' J»iL j ‘ *lj lyjl Vi-^l v'JJ *=£ * 11 

. Jd jl l-L. j <^y \jJu J^ll (jM j. JW ) ji <ik i JI Jl-S' <j • »^ ^ 


Kemaluddin Bai Shouyi {second from left) reading an essay at the seminar. 
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*¥&«. nj^ftR*#A.'*Mm»ft$-Crt, 

*<m>±*h stt • <4>) isi^aa^aa <s 
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L. oUi L^_Jl v*-Sl V-^ 1 -^-j 1 i W* J»lj' j 
^UII ^>J1 ji g v*^r CjW > W aw* 

. J ■*!*■ fUj j'tSVJ 

■J tfi-V fjJ *A C^») *W V : 9J-»* 
jl I *jjgnll, ri^ 1 ^ g u •> ^ f* 

. /^l CAJ *t5' ^ A-* vj«J 

Nuaman Maxian (first from left), member of 
the Chinese delegation to the Third Assembly of 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace 
(WCRP) in Princeton, USA. together with 
Abdul Rawuf (centre), President of the Islamic 
Centre of Washington D.C. who presented the 
Chinese delegation with a copy of the English 
edition of the Koran. 
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-x* t SJly.V 1 S~*WI ul> 
t fXU cVlto-V' j 4®*' 
jl^l yy* 

^Ull *!y f^Vl 

. > 


The delegation of Chi¬ 
nese Muslims headed by 
Mohammed Ali Zhang 
Jie (first from right, 
front) at the Djuma 
prayer held in the Te¬ 
heran University Square 
of Iran while participat¬ 
ing in the celebration 
activities of the first 
anniversary of the Isla¬ 
mic Revolution of Iran 
and the coming of the 
15th century of Hegira. 
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v^Vt ol^i *uj**r J £»W hy+ 

• ^Jj ^ 

Members of the delegation of Chinese Muslims 
with Romanian Mufti while visiting Iron. 
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. j»*ui AA '-tA 


The Oman delegation headed by Walid Ben Zahir Hinayi, Miniater of WAKFS and Islamic 
Situation* at a banquet given by Xiao Xianfa, Director of the Bureau of Religious Affair* of 
China, on iU vi*lt to China, in May, 1B80. 
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Members of the delegation of the Sultanate of Oman speaking with Mohammed Ali 
Zhang Jie, Vice President of the China Islamic Association. 
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j • i/M # -gy> ^j ^ 11 £• f^x v)-^** wrst ^ j c^.jr 

['ice Premier Ji Pengfei talking warmly with Walid Ben Zahir Hinayi at a 
reception for the delegation from the Sultanate of Oman. 
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t$3?3. 

•:-; 

:'. : .\ v :; ' ■• ■ : ■•-• • 

M k& ^=S#fTit^:4: 

%tl. 


o»i y 4*1 j ma> fU $ . 
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t ju^n 
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o! >r/ !| V £-' * jl *- 

J^j >j+** JT Jl xa 

IjjjH iijj,Ulj S^ill ^UJl 

‘S** 1 Jji- > * >* <j 


The grand banquet 
given the delegation of 
Chinese Muslims by 
Sheikh Abdul Raham- 
man Ben Abdullah Al- 
Mehmad, Assistant Pre¬ 
sident of the Adminis¬ 
tration of Islamic Laws 
and Situations of 

Qatar. After Milling 
their duties in Mecca, 
some members of the 
Chinese Ha; Mission "led 
by Hadji Ilyas Shen Xia- 
xi visited Somalia, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar. Kuwait and 

other countries in 1980. 
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